September 19, 2011

All licensed childcare teachers





All licensed childcare assistant teachers


All licensed childcare directors

All licensed childcare assistant directors

All licensed family care home providers

All licensed on-site administrators

All licensed family care service workers

All licensed owners

Dear childcare worker:  

It is Educational Award application time again for beginning the fiscal year 2011-2012 Smart Start funded Educational Award project.  *The Fall application due date is Monday, October 17, 2011.  
We have some significant changes to the Educational Award grant for this fall cycle.  Last semester the Robeson County Partnership for Children increased the amount per hour that an applicant can make and they increased the amount of the check for those with less than a two year degree.  They also increased the Professional Development Stability Award for two and or three years of service at the same facility.     We highly encourage those with a two year degree to return to school and begin working on your four year degree in Early Childhood Education.  You no longer automatically get the money when you complete the two year degree.  You must re-enroll in school as an early childhood major and work toward your four year degree in early childhood.  
*You must actively be enrolled in at least one college curriculum course and receive a grade level of a C or better and/or major declared in Early Childhood if you have less than a four year degree.  Many of you have a 2 year AAS degree and have not returned to school.  You will not be eligible for an award any more unless you are in school.  You must be in school this fall and earn a grade of a “C” or better to qualify.  You must be in school working on your four year degree in Early Childhood.  In the past you have forwarded your transcript request to me but that has changed.  You must now take your Transcript Request  Form directly to the Cashier’s Office in Bldg. 2 and pay a $5.00 fee for your official transcript.  Complete and follow the directions on the Transcript Request Form.  The registrar’s office will send your transcript to me following course completion.  Make sure that the transcript you have sent to me is sent after you complete this fall’s course work. RCC students and students attending any other educational institution will be responsible for forwarding the fall semester transcript to my office by January 9, 2012. I will need official transcripts from all colleges and universities you have attended.  All transcripts must be official.  We cannot accept copies nor can we make copies of transcripts.  If you have a BS/BA degree you must submit official transcripts from the college or university from which you graduated.   Adhere to transcript due date!!! 
*Requirements for proof of income have changed.  Handwritten notes for owner/operator/directors will no longer be acceptable.  Handwritten notes by the director for the worker listing the number of hours worked and the hourly rate of pay is acceptable for worker along with the director's signature if it is not included on the pay stub.  Owner/operator/directors are now required to provide their complete tax returns for 2010, including W2’s.  This applies to family care home providers as well.  Please make sure your 1040 is signed.  We need a copy of your social security card attached to the application.
 *We are requesting that you complete the application in full this year.  This includes forwarding transcripts if you already have a degree, copying social security cards, and copying star rated license, check stubs, etc. Please refer to the application checklist.  Funding is based on availability of funds.  All applicants may not be funded.  It is imperative that you adhere to the application due date and transcript due dates since funds are limited.  Determination will be based on the date we receive your complete application.
If all goes as planned, beginning in September we will move our offices to the Robeson County Partnership for Children, Inc.

210 E. 2nd Street

Lumberton, NC 28358

The telephone number for me will be (910) 738-6767, ext. 288.  Mrs. Ada Evans telephone number will be (910) 739-6767, ext. 289.  Until then, you can reach me at RCC, telephone number 272-3442 and you can reach Mrs. Evans at 272-3444.
Bring or mail your completed application with requested or supporting documentation to Dr. Bruce Walters, Robeson Community College, PO Box 1420, Lumberton, NC 28359.  You do not have to wait until October 17 to turn in your application.  Turn it in as soon as you complete it.
 Sincerely,

 Bruce Walters

 Dr. Bruce Walters  
 Educational Award Coordinator

Please read this and all other pages closely.  There have been changes since last semester. The successful completion of this application requires your close attention to the details.  Thank you for your cooperation.








